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Our 2022-23 season has been filled with inspiring moments. 
We’ve had the chance to see new artistic leadership take hold 
— breathing new energy into our flagship program. We’ve seen 
our dreams for our community programs come into focus — 
impacting new communities across the county. We’ve expanded 
our offerings for our youngest musicians — completing the cradle 
to college strategy. And we’re laying the groundwork for exciting 
new changes at SDYS — paving the way to an evolution that our 
founder, Leo Scheer, could have never imagined nearly eighty 
years ago. 

And inspiring it all? Gratitude. We’re grateful for the continued 
support of the San Diego community — a community that 
recognizes the need for arts education and for what it 
contributes to the lives of young people. We’re grateful to the 
families and students who make music education a priority in 
their lives and who fill our rehearsal spaces with music every 
week. We’re grateful to the dozens of partners and colleagues 
who help us reach our goals. 

Looking back, it’s been a challenging year. But it’s been worth it. 
SDYS enriches the lives of young people through music. Those 
words continue to matter in what we do every day. Thank you for 
helping us do what we do best.

Sincerely,

WELCOME

Dr. Michael K. Remson
President & CEO

Sameer Patel
Artistic Director

John Lipsey
Chair, Board of Directors
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Artistic Director Sameer Patel 
celebrates his first season  
at SDYS

SDYS’ Early Childhood 
curriculum forges exciting 
new community partnerships

The Opus Project expands 
to San Diego Unified and 
Santee school districts

SDYS launches Music 
Discovery curriculum to 
bridge our early childhood 
and youth orchestra 
programs

YOUTH ORCHESTRA

607
STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATING IN 
2022–23

64%
YEAR OVER YEAR 

RETURN RATE

15
ENSEMBLES FROM 

BEGINNING TO  
ADVANCED LEVELS

45,000+
CL ASSROOM HOURS OF TRAINING

18
PERFORMANCES

BY THE NUMBERS

THE ENCORE! FUND
• The Encore! Fund provides tuition assistance to 

27.6% of participating students
• No qualified student is turned away due to their 

inability to pay for the program
• The Encore! Fund supports group and private 

lessons, instrument loans (including maintenance 
and repairs), concert attire, free concert tickets 
for families, parent workshops and more

• Students from community program partner 
schools receive 100% automatic tuition and fee 
waivers

• Value-based scholarships are available to any 
student by application
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

10
OPUS SITES IN 

2022-23 INCLUDING 
NEW SITES IN SD 
USD AND SANTEE 

USD

386
STUDENTS IN OPUS 

AFTER-SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS

64,000+
CL ASSROOM HOURS 

OF TRAINING

OPUS PROJECT BY THE NUMBERS

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
• We continued our partnership with Price Philanthropies 

supporting in-school programs in City Heights
• Opus students participated in YOLA with the LA Phil
• Opus offered summer camps through Level Up, 

supported by the San Diego Foundation the San Diego 
Unified School District, and Chula Vista Elementary 
School District

Hispanic/Latino
(62.79%)

Did not answer
(13.79%)

Two or more races
(6.46%)

White (non-Hispanic)
(5.68%)

Souteast Asian
(5.17%)

Black/African-American
(2.58%)

Native American/
Alaskan Native

(1.29%) East Asian
(1.29%)

South Asian
(0.78%)

Middle Eastern/
North African

(0.26%)

ENROLLMENT BY ETHNICITY

EARLY CHILDHOOD 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

• 570 families participated in ChIMES classes offered in Balboa 
Park and Liberty Station

• We reached 325 children in thirteen different TK classrooms 
in the Chula Vista Elementary School District

• 48 children in two different kindergarten classrooms 
participated through NTC Foundation’s Liberty School 
program

• 10 families attended a weekly ChIMES class at The Monarch 
School’s Chrysalis Center

• 595 families attended once a month classes at the Encinitas 
Library through the San Diego County Library program

• 15 families were enrolled in Garfield High School’s Teen 
Parent program in San Diego Unified through the California 
School and Families Education program (CAL-SAFE)

• We successfully piloted SDYS’ newest curriculum, Music 
Discovery, with 10 families participating in the first year of our 
two-year curriculum
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$25,000+
The Estate of James Algert *
Kathryn Starr

$10,000-24,999
Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro

$5,000-9,999
Dr. Louis Alpinieri
Sarah Price-Keating & Brian Keating
Stephen D. McIntee & Robert Meinzer, Jr.
William Powell
Allison & Robert Price
Phyllis Yates

$1,000-4,999
Martha & Glen Brechlin
Marie & Dr. Henrik Christensen
Cheryl & Hon. Greg Cox
Phyllis & Dan Epstein
James Lauer
Joy & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Leslie Miller
Barbara & Sam Takahashi
Armi & Al Williams

$500-999
Candi & Dr. Edward Abeyta
Silvia Berchtold
Carol Farber
Xiaobing Feng
Beth Goodman
Drs. Cindy & Tom Goodman
Barbara Hanselman
Joan Henkelmann
Samantha & Samuel Huang
Gisela Roha
Jennifer Schaaf
Carol Harter & William Smith
Jeanette R. Stevens
Connie Terwilliger
Jun Huang & Shenfang Wei
Jerome & Joey Winter

$250-499
Mythili Mallampalli & Subramanyam 

Bollapragada

Lesia & Dr. Allan Goetz
Ira D Levine
The Matthew Family
Fabrice Pierre
Sylvia M. Smith
Lynn & Elliott Tarson

$100-249
Dick Ahlborn
Susan & Weston Anson
Peggy Hanley & Hamp Atkinson
Isabel & Robert Baker
Joan Jordan Bernstein
Kathleen Charla, Phd
Ching Liou Huang & Ann Chen
Youngae Choi
Parvin & Mitch Cohen
Lisette Acevedo & Will Connor
Anne & David Ferbert
Georgia Hayashi
Sookmi Jang
Min Young Kwon & Yong Ju Lee
Paula Liska
Randy Clark & Tom Maddox
Paula & Roy Merrick
Jane P. Merrill
Linda Meyer
Dario Micheri
Tanya Pham-Neff & Ralph Neff
Thuylinh Nguyenle
Margaret & Michael Seidel
Asa Sheehan
Elizabeth Cook-Shen & Yeh Shen
Editha Sindac
Jennifer & James Spithill
Joan & Peter Suffredini
Arlis Travis
Blythe & John Vandeven
Greg Lommen & Scott Walls
Elliott J. Wilson and Family
Kitty & Keene Wolcott
David Wood
Gwyneth Woolwine
Emily & Weifeng Xu
Bebe & Marvin Zigman

 

ANNUAL FUND GIFTSFINANCIALS

In FY2022-23, SDYS continued to benefit from government 
support through the American Rescue Plan. We returned to 100% 
operations and exceeded pre-pandemic revenue and activities 
as a result of careful planning for recovery. These unaudited 
financials will be updated when our audit is complete and will be 
posted on the SDYS website.

• Earned income of $930,302
• Contributed income of $1,536,133
• Government grant income of $285,867
• Investment revenue of $30,015
• Total operating revenue of $ 2,782,317

33.44% Earned income

 55.21% Contributed income
10.27% Government income

1.08% Investment income

53.49% Program Staff

20.70% Administration & Fundraising Staff
12.90% Program Costs

8.17% G&A

4.74% Fundraising Costs

INCOME

EXPENSES
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UP TO $99
Subhash Balam
Karen Ball
Julia Bazaldua
Amy Vandergast & Andrew Bohonak
Amy Brothers
Blanca Brown
Jennifer & Douglas Carrasco
Marwah & Amer Catovic
Cynthia Chan
Hsiu Chen-Huang
Josephine Chiu
Bonnie & Randy Cohen
Megan Costello
Ngoc Danh
Sujata & Sugata Das
Allyson Dopwell
Mari Susami & Ryan Downing
Monica & Rob Eastin
Naomi Ellis
The Gatto Family
Rachel Gazaui
Natale Majkut & Nathan Gray
Maripe Hallemeyer
Ying Han
April Hanson
Andrea Harris
Adriana Holguin
Shari Kagan
Chihee Kim
Elizabeth Kim
Jin ah Kim
Catherine Kornweibel
Anna Krzyz
Sean Laperruque
Diego Lastres
Mora LaVake
Thuy-Anh Le
Hyun and Joosung Lee
Kristi Lehmkuhler
Harvey Levine
Frances Lin & Todd Levine
Pamela Limneos
Eileen Lu & Weidong Luo
Brian McCord
Kathy McKee
Delphine Mermod
Katalin Mody
Donna Morgan-Boyle
Kayote & Rahamat Moyinwin

Cindy & Kevin Nelson
Becky Nguyen
Nino and Maria Theresa Oliveros
Luis Padilla
Takako Ishikawa & Yvan Pilette
Suzanne Pirtle
Marie & Oliver Pizarro
Li Schmitt
Richard Schulman
Jennifer Adrian-Thiroux & Stephen Thiroux
Mary Dukas & Michael Waterman
Charles Weaver
Erman Wei
Qiong Yang
Jing Jing Gao & Xiaoyu Yu
Min Yuan
Bokhee Yun
Sarah Zepeda
Yueju Wang & Yajun Zhai

* In memory of

GIFTS IN HONOR

GIFTS IN MEMORY
In Memory of John-Michael Brooks
Martha Barry
Karen & James Botticelli
Michael Brooks & Dan M. Gilbreath
Judith Richardson

In Memory of Auroraleigh Cohen
Michelle & Shira Kaufman

In Memory of Danny Corrigan
Faeth & Michael Antilety
Jaclyn Bedford
John Bedford
Kaitlin Bedford
Raymond Corrigan
Annette & Bill Fleming
Tom French
Ben Gwynne
Chris and Liz Harris
Kathleen Lundon
Teresa and Bill Madtes
Barbara McDermott
Marianne Reis
Lorraine Bacalles & Mike Whelan

In Memory of Bob Dunham
Gail Dunham
Bettina & Bill Loomis

In Memory of Margaret Helphrey
Debra & John Gumb
Kathryn O’Bryan
Carol Sands
Karen Vander Brug

In Memory of Betty Hiller
Eileen & Donald Levi
Gisela Roha

In Memory of Carson Kemp
K Andryushina
Scott & Liz Jones
Phyllis Sambuco
Devorah Landa & Sheldon Schwartz
Stephen Wermiel

In Memory of Alexis Steele
Laura Buxton & Timothy Cohelan
Parvin & Mitch Cohen
Jayne Glodowski
Frank Megna
Kathleen Smith
Ransom Smith

In Memory of Warren Torns
Gillispie School

In Honor of Kate Cameron
Robin Hochstadt

In Honor of Jonah Castiglione
Sheldon Pollock

In Honor of Eric Cohen
Amy & Gytis Barzdukas

In Honor of Sue Greenway
Susan V. Boe

In Honor of Marla Beth Jacobs
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg

In Honor of Maurice Kawashima
Ann Zahner

In Honor of Marilyn and Larry Lindberg
Nettie Wiener

In Honor of John Lipsey
Liz & Dave Ogilvy

In Honor of Nao Nadahara
Madoka Nadahara

In Honor of Jeanette Stevens
Pam & Hal Fuson

In Honor of Emily Yu
Rui Yang
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LEGACY CIRCLE

James Algert*
Marion Allen
Dr. Marie Juriet-Beamish & William Beamish
Mark Bennett
Eric Cohen 
Dr. Irma Gigli
Catharina Graves*
Sue Greenway
Charmaine & Maurice Kaplan
Maurice Kawashima & Steve Knesz
Joan Kroc*
Diane Law
Reinette & Marvin* Levine

Joy & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Matthew Midgett
June D. Moeser*
Larry Norquist*
William Powell
Dr. Georgia Robins Sadler & Blair Sadler
Dorothy & Joel* Sollender
Bonnie & Henry Steele
Molli Wagner
Elsie Weston*
Phyllis Yates

*In memory of

SDYS thanks the following generous Legacy Circle members for 
providing lasting support for our students and programs through 
planned giving. Legacy gifts impact generations of young people 
through scholarship support, instrument loans, private lessons, 
and other special opportunities.

Karen & James Botticelli
Sara & Ed Franqui
Jon Gilbreath
Frank Megna
Ann Zahner

MUSIC MAKERS
A recurring giving program, 
Music Makers ensure SDYS  
students and programs are 
supported throughout the 
year. This support provides 
resources to our current 
music programs and helps 
create new opportunities, 
reaching even more youth in  
San Diego.

BUSINESSES
$1,000-4,999
Cisco Systems Matching Gift Program
Comerica Bank
Qualcomm Matching Gift Program
Christopher Weil & Company, Inc.

$500-999
Apple Matching Gifts Program

$250-499
Amazon Smile
Omnitracs Matching Gift Program
Vertex Foundation Matching Gift Program

$100-249
The Illumina Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Teradata

LESS THAN $100
Network For Good

GOVERNMENT
$25,000+
The City of San Diego
Federal Small Business Administration
National Endowment for the Arts
State of California Small Business 

Administration

$10,000-24,999
California Arts Council
County of San Diego 

FOUNDATIONS
$25,000+
The Conrad Prebys Foundation
League of American Orchestras
NAMM Foundation
Price Philanthropies
Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation

$10,000-24,999
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
The Parker Foundation

$5,000-9,999
Bernard & Rose Corbman Endowment 

Fund at Jewish Community Foundation
ResMed Foundation
Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust

$1,000-4,999
Classics for Kids Foundation
Delta Omicron Foundation
Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation
The Heller Foundation of San Diego
Musical Merit Foundation of Greater San 

Diego
Arthur & Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund
Wallace Foundation
WHW Family Foundation

LESS THAN $100
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Matching 

Gift Program

NONPROFITS
$25,000+
San Diego Regional Arts and Cultural Coalition

$1,000-4,999
Carlsbad Strings Education Association
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ANGELS’ ANGELS SPONSORS

MEMBERS

Angels’ Angels are passionate supporters of SDYS who  
believe that music education is a gateway to opportunity and 

that every young person deserves access to quality music 
education programs. Annual membership includes invitations  

to three private events, preferred concert seating, and fellowship 
with other members who believe in the lifelong value of  

music education.

Dick Ahlborn
Laura & Tom Alexander *

Dr. Louis Alpinieri
Colleen & Augusto Angelucci

Cheryl Bailey
Maurine Beinbrink
Weilynn Chiang *

Eric Cohen & Bill Coltellaro *
Cher Conner

Arlene Harris & Martin Cooper *
Anna Curren 

Judy Bee & Jeffrey Denning
Gail Dunham

Kathleen Delaney & John Farkas *
Pierrette Featherby

Pam Caldwell & Bill Fix *
Susan Flieder

Sara & Ed Franqui *
Gay & Lesbian Fund for San Diego at The San 

Diego Foundation **
Dr. Irma Gigli *
Sue Greenway
Dr. Usha Gupta

Edward Hand & Stanley Harazim
Edith Hunio
Sharon Klein

Jacki & Marc Lieberman
Pamela Limneos

Marilyn Lindberg *
Arthur & Anni Lipper *

John Alexander & John Lipsey
Barbara Malk

Tina Dyer & Steve McCann *
Carol McElroy

Liz & Dave Ogilvy
Suzanne Pirtle

Ole Prahm
Barbara Riis *

Paulette Roberts 
Gisela Roha

Phyllis & David Sarkaria *
Barbara Sawrey *
Dr. Lina Schein *

Nina Sagheb & Richard Schulman 
Asa Sheehan

D’Marie Simon
Patricia Maxwell & Debora Smethers 

Sylvia Smith
Carol Harter & Wlliam Smith *

Jeanette Stevens *
Jan Talbot

Henry Wien
Armi & Al Williams *

Phyllis Yates

* Gold Member
** Corporate Member

Dr. Louis Alpinieri     Gail Dunham Phyllis Yates

15TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

2023 HONORARY COMMITTEE

Encore!, SDYS’ annual scholarship fundraiser, was held at the Hyatt Mission 
Bay in April 2023. Guests experienced a special evening of student 

performances and stories, audience interaction, and dining with friends. All 
gifts to the Encore! Fund provide tuition assistance for families in need, value-
based scholarships, instrument loans, free lessons, and more. We celebrated 
our new Artistic Director, Sameer Patel, and heard from our student musicians 

about what makes SDYS such a meaningful experience.

Dick Ahlborn
Dr. Louis Alpinieri

Drs. Gigi & Inder Anand
Maurine Beinbrink

Mark Bennett
Regina Buckley

Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro
Anna M. Curren

Kathleen Delaney & John Farkas
Dr. Irma Gigli

Dr. Cindy & Tom Goodman
Sue Greenway
Dr. Usha Gupta

Susan & Mark Hennenfent
Paula Taylor & Bernie Kulchin

Sonia E. Kuster
Marilyn Lindberg

Anni & Arthur Lipper
John Alexander & Johnny Lipsey

Tina Dyer & Steve McCann
Madoka Nadahara

Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia
Barbara Riis

Phyllis & David Sarkaria
Dr. Lina Schein

Margaret & Neal Schmale
Jeanette Stevens
Armi & Al Williams

Phyllis Yates
James Ziegler
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TWENTY-FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS
Tina Dyer & Steve McCann

TWENTY-TWO SCHOLARSHIPS
Anonymous

FIFTEEN SCHOLARSHIPS
Diane Law
David & Phyllis Sarkaria
Elaine Sarkaria Family Trust

TEN SCHOLARSHIPS
Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro
Arlene Harris & Martin Cooper
John Alexander & John Lipsey
Phyllis Yates

SEVEN SCHOLARSHIPS
Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia
James Beyster

FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS
Dr. Irma Gigli
Sue Greenway
Armi & Al Williams

THREE SCHOLARSHIPS
Laura & Tom Alexander
Anonymous
Michael & Randy Clark
Dr. Usha Gupta
Susan & Mark Hennenfent
Patty Rome
Jeanette Stevens

TWO SCHOLARSHIPS
Dick Ahlborn
Susan Flieder & Paul Eichen
Sara & Ed Franqui
Dasha & Bruce Kornfield
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg
Dr. Lina Schein
Stacie Young & Dana Hosseini
Debra & Steven Dresner

ONE SCHOLARSHIP
Colleen & Augusto Angelucci
Silvia Berchtold
Parvin & Mitch Cohen
Anne Evans
Erin & Rob Gaan
Sonia Kuster
Anni & Arthur Lipper
Joy & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Liz & Dave Ogilvy
Gisela Roha
Gary & Katherine Staebler
Christopher Weil & Company

PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Theresa Acerro
Michelle & Steve Alexander
Floy Apple
Angelo & Danielle Arias
Angie Striepling & Logan Banta 
Carole & Bill Beeson
Ginny & Bob Black
Regina & Shea Buckley
Maria & Chris Chan
Gail Dunham
Phyllis & Dan Epstein
Monica & Rob Eastin
Laura & Steve Hansen
Francois & Diana Goedhuys
Jamie Hammond
Leslie & Reno Harnish
Kimberly Brouwer & David Jiang
Jaye Connelly-LaBelle & Jim LaBelle
Idara Ogunsaju
Neena Sahni
Barbara Sawrey
Sue Ann Mead & Dalouge Smith
Elaine Spidle

CORPORATE SPONSOR
Comerica Bank

ENCORE! 2023 SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND DONORS

2022-23 BOARD  
SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Sharon Bay
Mark Bennett
Eric Cohen
Steve Cooper
Susan Flieder
Robert Gaan
Anni Lipper

Dan Malloy
Patricia McQuatar
Bob Self
Ernest Smith
Karen Strabala

2022-23 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2022-23 ADVISORY COUNCIL 

BOARD CHAIR
John Lipsey

VICE CHAIR, GOVERNANCE
Tina Dyer

VICE CHAIR, DEVELOPMENT
David Sarkaria

VICE CHAIR,  FINANCE/
TREASURER
Mark Hennenfent

SECRETARY
Stacie Young

Anni Lipper, Co-Chair
Larry Scott, Co-Chair
Eric Cohen
Robert Gaan

Cynthia Goodman
Maurice Kawashima
Jeanette Stevens

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
Sue Greenway

MEMBERS
Angelo Arias
Philip Bickley
Regina Buckley
Charles Chamberlayne
Weilynn Chiang
Kathleen Delaney
Ed Franqui
Diane Law
Marilyn Adler Lindberg
Megan Matthew
Madoka Nadahara
Archie Palencia
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2022-23 FACULTY AND STAFF
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Dr. Michael Remson

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Sameer Patel

SDYS TEAM
Dr. Lauren Rausch, Program Manager
Brenna Casey (Perez), Program Coordinator
Zachary Sahms, Program Coordinator
Tristan Akers, Program Assistant
Ruben Hernandez, Music Librarian

CONDUCTORS
Marife Biares
Lowri Casimiro
Anthony Do-Hoon Kim
Jessica Swift Lambrou
Valerie McElroy
Tamara Paige
Ulli Reiner
James Sepulvado

COMMUNITY TEAM
Kaitlyn Korogy-Guarneros, Program Manager
Lionel Charles Avila, Program Coordinator
Mariana Jones, Program Assistant
Edda Martin, Program Assistant
Makayla Murphy, Program Assistant
Kevin Urzua, Program Assistant

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM
Catherine Battenfeld, Program Manager
Sarah Williams, Program Coordinator
Mariana Jones, Program Assistant
Fil Starostka, Program Assistant
Kevin Urzua, Program Assistant

SDYS/COMMUNITY  
TEACHING ARTISTS 
Lionel Charles Avila
Marife Biares
David Castel De Oro
Gina Caviar
Luis Dorame
Jusun Eo

Tatiana Esquerra Villanueva
Ruben Hernandez
Jessandra Kono
Sean Laperruque
Nicholas Lawrence
Valerie McElroy
Nicholas Muellner
Joseph Ortiz
Charlie Perkes
Greg Perrin
Zachary Sahms
Michael Tagart
Kevin Urzua

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
TEACHING ARTISTS
Michelle Caravia
Katherine Fitzpatrick
Mariana Jones
Sharon Ormsbee
Charlie Perkes
Crystal Pridmore

PRODUCTION TEAM
Jessamyn Foster, Production and Operations 

Manager
Maximino Carreon III, Production Coordinator
Kyl Bayquen, Instrument Librarian
Andrew Pak, Instrument Librarian
Lina Alvarez Vasquez, Production Assistant
Chaz Arya, Production Assistant
Angelo Biares, Production Assistant
Anecito Perfecto Biares, Production Assistant
Edison Cartas, Production Assistant
Colin Gazaui, Production Assistant
Makayla Murphy, Production Assistant
Samuel Remillard, Production Assistant
Steven Soto, Production Assistant

DEVELOPMENT &  
MARKETING TEAM
Anna Hayman, Institutional Giving Manager
Kelly McMahon, Institutional Giving Coordinator
Tracey Singer, Marketing and Communications 

Manager
Anjanette Taylor, Marketing and 

Communications Manager
James Howard, Graphic Design Assistant
Micah Melody Taberner, Graphic Design 

Assistant
Jemmia Pennix, Social Media Intern
Terry Williams, Individual Giving Manager
Anna Lee Fleming, Individual Giving Assistant

BUSINESS OPERATIONS TEAM
Amber Weber, Deputy Director
Sean Laperruque, Business Operations 

Manager
Leticia Chavarria, Business Operations 

Coordinator
Shani Levin, Human Resources Assistant
Naima Montano, Accounting Assistant



KeyNote 

Dr. Michael Remson, President & CEO | Sameer Patel, Artistic Director 

1650 El Prado #207a, San Diego, CA 92101

Financial support for SDYS programs is provided in part by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the City of San Diego, and the California Arts Council, a state agency.

San Diego Youth Symphony is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public benefit corporation.


